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THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 
of  the 

AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION 
Will  be  held  in  Holy  Trinity  Church  and  Parish  House,  Phtladelj^hia,  Pa., 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  6  and  7,  1908 

Particulars  as  to  speakers  and  entertainment  will  be  given 
in  the  February  Record.  On  this  Silver  Anniversary  of  the 
Association,  held  in  the  city  of  its  birth  and  the  church  of  its 
founder,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  every  Auxiliary  will  be  rep- 
resented. 

Our  Representative  Secretary  is  carrying  on  an  active 
campaign  in  the  Middle  West.  He  has  spoken  on  an  average 
once  every  day  since  he  left  home  nearly  two  months  ago.  In 
Cincinnati  he  spoke  ten  times  in  one  week !  This  looks  as  if 
the  Cincinnati  Auxiliary  was  quite  awake  to  the  privilege  and 
the  hopefulness  of  a  visit  from  Mr.  Berry. 

Mile  Marie  Merle  d'Aubigne,  the  sister  of  our  Paris  Cor- 
respondent, the  Rev.  H.  Merle  d'Aubigne,  is  in  this  country 
and  is  speaking  for  the  Mission  wherever  opportunity  serves. 
In  the  early  half  of  last  month  she  was  attending,  as  a  delegate 
from  France,  the  Convention  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union  in  Nashville.  On  November  20th  she  spoke 
before  the  Baltimore  Auxiliary,  on  the  23d  before  that  of 
Washington.  She  is  to  speak  this  month  before  the  Philadel- 
phia, New  York  and  Boston  Auxiliaries.  She  may  be  ad- 
dressed through  the  Bureau,  1710  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia.  ' 
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An  interesting-  and  fruitful  experiment  tried  in  tlic  Maison 
Vcrtc  (Salle  Philadelphie)  last  winter  was  a  three-cornered 
debate  between  a  pastor,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  and  an 
anarchist.  The  resulting  impression  was  extremely  favorable 
for  the  influence  of  the  Popular  Mission.  It  was  afterwards 
decided  to  repeat  these  "contradictory"  meetings  (debates), 
always  making  a  careful  choice  of  debaters. 

]\r.  Peyric,  director  of  our  Maison  Verte  (Philadelphia 
Hall),  has  been  invited  to  give  a  course  of  theological  lectures 
in  Montreal,  Canada.  He  will  take  the  opportunity  to  lecture 
on  the  McAll  Mission  in  Montreal  and  in  Quebec.  Unfortu- 
nately for  our  Auxiliaries,  M.  Peyric  speaks  only  French,  but 
some  of  our  members  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  make  his  ac- 
<]uaintance  when  he  visits  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Washington  next  spring. 

We  read  in  the  CJirist'umismc  an  XXme  Sicclc  that  friends 
of  the  Maison  Verte,  Solidarite  as  well  as  Mission,  are  pub- 
lishing a  little  periodical  devoted  especially  to  the  work  carried 
on  in  that  hall.  The  initial  number  contained  an  article  by 
Mile  Savary  (a  gifted  writer),  giving  the  history  of  the  work 
carried  on  by  the  Mission  in  the  Montmartre  quarter  since  the 
opening  of  the  first  hall  in  that  quarter,  in  the  Boulevard  Or- 
nano,  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McAll,  on  April  22,  1872,  only  three 
months  after  the  opening  of  the  first  hall  of  the  Mission  (Jan- 
uary 17th),  in  the  Rue  Julien  Lacroix. 

The  campaign  document  for  the  winter  of  1907-8  has  just 
come  from  the  press,  and  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  the  cause 
it  is  intended  to  serve.  "The  McAll  Mission  and  the  New  Era 
in  France,"  by  our  Field  Secretary,  the  Rev.  George  T.  Berry, 
is  a  beautifully  made  pamphlet  of  fourteen  pages,  illustrated, 
and  bearing  on  the  back  cover  a  map  showing  the  Paris  Sta- 
tions. Within  is  a  complete  list  of  services  held  in  each  hall, 
•with  directions  for  reaching  it.  A  large  edition  of  this  up-to- 
date  and  inspiring  pamphlet  has  been  printed,  and  every  mem- 
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ber  of  every  Auxiliary  will  find  it  an  important  help  in  collect- 
ing funds.  It  contains  precisely  the  facts  that  are  calculated 
to  influence  those  who  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  Mission, 
and  convince  them  of  the  importance  of  sustaining  this  fruitful 
and  greatly  needed  work.  We  trust  that  many  of  our  Man- 
agers will  buy  it  in  quantity  for  distribution  not  only  among 
their  subscribers,  but  also  among  friends  not  hitherto  interested 
in  the  McAll  Mission. 

The  Bercy  Station  has  long  been  a  church,  with  Mr.  Grcig 
its  pastor.  This  little  church  has  now  become  a  "Cultural  As- 
sociation," in  accordance  with  the  Separation  law.  The  first 
idea  was  for  this  church  to  be  grouped  in  one  Cultural  Associa- 
tion with  the  important  Ste.  Marie  Church,  but  in  the  end  it 
seemed  wise  to  keep  the  Bercy  church  entirely  independent.  It 
has  a  Presbyterial  Council,  a  Session,  one  hundred  voting 
members  and  thirty  additional  congregational  members.  The 
church  has  applied  for  admission  to  the  National  Union  of  Re- 
formed Churches.  The  efifect  of  these  steps  upon  the  congre- 
gation has  been  very  happy,  and  a  house  to  house  collection 
brought  unexpectedly  large  results. 

The  fine  map  of  France,  showing  our  Mission  Centres, 
which  appears  oil  the  cover  of  this  number,  deserves  very  care- 
ful study.  Note  especially  that  the  places  marked  on  the  map 
actually  are  what  they  are  called — centres — points  from  which 
the  work  is  carried  far  and  wide.  For  example,  Grasse, 
among  the  Maritime  Alps  in  the  South  of  France,  is  the  Centre 
from  which  radiates  the  work  of  evangelization  into  thirty 
villages ;  St.  Etienne,  in  the  mining  district,  sends  out  the 
light  of  the  gospel  into  some  twenty-one  villages ;  and  so  of 
Limoges  and  many  others.  Even  these  important  centres  of 
activity  do  not  indicate  or  suggest  nearly  all  that  is  done.  No 
map  of  this  size  could  show  the  countless  villages  and  hamlets 
from  which  are  drawn  our  boat  audiences,  nor  the  caravan 
work,  now  guaranteed  by  Miss  Gould's  generous  gift  of  five 
thousand  dollars.  The  extent  of  the  territory  evangelized  by 
the  McAll  Mission  is  something  amazing. 
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OUR  SILVER  ANNIVERSARY 

It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  our 
next  Annual  Meeting.  To  have  rounded  out  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  corporate  work  in  any  good  cause  is  something  to 
make  the  heart  thrill  with  gratitude ;  but  in  all  soberness,  the 
cause  in  which  we  have  been  working  together  is  not  like  any 
other.  It  is  unique  in  opportunity,  in  far-reaching  possibilities; 
unique,  too,  in  the  fellowship  which  it  has  created.  In  what 
other  religious  or  social  service  in  which  we  may  be  engaged 
are  we  working  together  not  only  with  members  of  many  re- 
ligious denominations,  but  also  with  Christian  people  in  many 
European  countries  and  even  as  far  away  as  South  Africa ! 
What  other  agency  in  all  the  world  comes  so  near  to  that  ideal 
of  Christian  unity  and  brotherhood  in  which  "there  is  neither 
male  nor  female,  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  barbarian,  Scythian, 
bond  nor  free"  ?  In  the  work  of  the  McAll  Mission  no  distinc- 
tion of  race  nor  separating  wall  of  denomination,  no  distance, 
though  measured  by  oceans  or  deserts,  divides  our  interests. 
How  exhilarating,  how  strengthening,  so  world-wide,  so  etcr- 
nity-wide  a  fellowship ! 

It  is  surely  fitting  that  now,  six  months  before  we  reach  so 
momentous  and  so  inspiring  an  anniversary,  we  consider  how 
most  appropriately  to  mark  a  date  which  makes  an  era  in  the 
history  of  our  work ;  how  best  show  our  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  opportunity  of  service  which  we  have 
so  long  enjoyed. 

Naturally  the  first  and  no  doubt  the  wisest  thought  is  a 
thank  offering  in  money.  This  is  the  usual  custom  of  mission- 
ary societies  on  reaching  any  notable  point  of  time,  and  it 
would  seem  especially  appropriate  for  a  society  like  ours,  whose 
entire  function,  beyond  the  service  of  prayer  and  sympathy,  is 
the  collection  of  funds.  And  such  an  offering  is  particularly 
appropriate  now,  when  the  churches  of  France  are  brought 
face  to  face  not  only  with  monetary  difficulties,  but  with  a  rising 
tide  of  infidelity  and  opposition  to  all  religion. 

Our  readers  arc  already  aware  that  in  the  opinion  of  our 
Paris  Board,  and  of  many  American  friends  who  understand 
the  present  situation  in  France,  the  one  outstanding  need  at  this 
present  crisis  is  of  a  large  central  building  in  Paris,  which 
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shall  be  the  headquarters  of  the  McAll  Mission.  Such  a  build- 
ing we  need  as  would  penult  a  larger  social  and  religious  work 
than  it  is  possible  to  carry  on  in  the  small  halls,  which  will 
always  be  important  for  our  strictly  evangelistic  and  pioneering 
work.  The  McAll  Mission  needs  such  a  building  as,  for  in- 
stance, one  wealthy  American  gave  a  few  years  ago  to  the 
Young  Men's  Qiristian  Association  of  France ;  such  a  building 
as  American  Methodists  have  erected  for  their  own  mission  in 
Rome ;  such  a  building  as  one  American  woman  has  lately 
built  in  Paris  for  the  use  of  women  students  in  that  city.  In 
asking  American  men  and  women  of  means  to  give  to  the 
McAll  Mission  such  a  building  as  one  of  these  we  ask  no  new 
or  strange  thing,  and  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Ameri- 
can McAll  Association  would  be  a  propitious  and  suitable  occa- 
sion for  such  a  gift,  even  if  the  present  condition  of  things  in 
France  did  not  make  it  a  vitally  important  occasion. 

This,  then,  is  what  the  Association  asks  of  its  members 
as  our  silver  thank  offering — a  central  building  in  Paris,  to 
cost  from  $100,000  to  $125,000.  It  is  not  asked  nor  desired 
that  this  amount  shall  be  made  up  of  the  small  gifts  of  the 
many,  nor  collected  by  our  managers.  It  is  asked  that  those 
whom  God  has  blessed  with  large  means  shall  send  to  the 
Treasurer  large  gifts,  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
as  much  more  as  they  may  choose,  for  the  erection  of  such  a 
building,  to  be  America's  silver  anniversary  thank  offering. 

Not  that  we  would  refuse  to  any  one  the  privilege  of  mak- 
ing a  small  thank  offering  at  this  time.  The  opportunities  of 
each  mission  hall  are  constantly  growing,  and  every  addition  to 
the  contributions  of  any  Auxiliary  will  be  welcome  and  a  bless- 
ing to  the  giver.  But  such  gifts  will  not  be  reckoned  in  the 
Building  Fund,  nor,  in  fact,  are  many  such  gifts  expected.  The 
times  are  hard,  and  many  who  love  to  give  to  this  cause  will 
find  it  difficult  to  meet  their  annual  pledges.  But  there  are 
still  many  persons  of  large  wealth  among  us,  and  it  is  to  them 
that  we  make  appeal. 

As  most  of  our  readers  know,  we  have  already  a  condi- 
tional promise  of  a  large  part  of  the  needed  amount.  Miss 
Helen  Gould,  who  has  given  outright  more  than  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  various  branches  of  our  mission  work,  and 
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whose  gifts  are  doubly  valuable  because  they  are  the  outcome 
of  personal  investigation  and  represent  the  matured  conviction 
of  one  who  holds  her  wealth  as  a  stewardship,  has  promised  to 
give  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  the  Building  Fund,  pro- 
vided the  remainder  is  raised  within  a  given  time.  The  ex- 
ample surely  ought  to  be  encouraging  and  almost  compelling 
to  those  who  have  means  of  which  they  may  dispose.  Thirty 
gifts  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  with  ten  gifts  of  two  thou- 
sand each,  and  five  of  five  thousand  each,  would  make  up  the 
minimum  amount.  Surely  there  are  fifty  persons  in  America 
who  know  and  thoroughly  trust  the  McAll  Mission,  and  are 
able  between  them  to  do  this  thing.  Surely  there  are  as  many 
as  that  who  are  both  able  to  give  and  intelligent  to  perceive 
the  enormous  advantage  which  such  a  gift  would  lend  to  the 
cause  of  religion  in  France. 


THE  PARIS  REPORT 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  years  1906-7  reached  this 
country  too  late  for  notice  in  our  last  issue,  and  by  this  time 
it  has  been  received  by  all  the  Auxiliaries.  It  is  an  unusually 
interesting  number,  and  even  though  already  circulating  among 
our  officers,  it  seems  worth  while  to  translate  some  passages 
for  the  benefit  of  the  large  number  of  subscribers  who  will 
probably  not  see  it.   The  preface  opens  thus : 

"Renan,  under  the  Biblical  image  of  the  two  children  of 
Rebecca  struggling  in  their  mother's  womb,  saw  two  Frances 
— Roman  France  and  Revolutionary  France,  Ultramontane 
France  and  Incredulous  France,  or,  in  a  word,  Black  France 
and  Red  France. 

"He  pictures  these  two  Frances  as  at  odds  for  centuries 
past,  and  especially  since  the  French  Revolution ;  he  describes 
the  eternal  conflict  which  is  going  on  between  these  two  rival 
powers ;  he  presents  the  strange  vision  of  two  halves  of  the 
French  people  engaged  in  a  frightful  duel,  warring  to  the  death 
and  dismembering  the  fatherland. 

"Thank  God,  there  is  a  third  France  of  which  Renan  was 
unaware  and  of  which  his  successors  have  hardly  caught  a 
glimpse.  It  is  Aloderate  and  Believing  France,  the  France  of 
St.  Louis  and  Pascal  and  Pasteur,  the  France  of  sincerely  re- 
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ligious  souls,  of  those  who  detest  all  fanaticism,  who  no  more 
welcome  the  night  of  incredulity  than  that  of  Jesuitism.  This 
France  is  numerically  stronger  than  is  commonly  supposed.  It 
includes  peasants  and  laboring  folk,  pious  priests,  teachers  and 
professors  of  learning. 

"One  needs  only  to  search  and  he  will  find  this  hidden 
France,  needs  only  to  present  the  gospel  in  all  its  purity  to 
cause  hearts  to  thrill  and  men  and  women  to  yield  themselves 
to  the  obedience  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  existence  of  these  hidden 
ones  should  give  us  confidence  in  the  future  of  our  country, 
should  make  strong  for  action,  for  effort,  for  speaking  of  our 
Saviour  to  these  hidden  children  of  the  third  France.  Man 
cannot  live  by  negations ;  he  needs  to  believe  and  hope.  Thus 
proclaims  M.  Emile  Bertrand,  showing  to  a  certainty  that  God 
has  manifested  His  power  and  love,  and  that  there  exists  in 
France  a  people  of  free  will,  decided  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
truth.  This  is  precisely  the  field  of  action  of  the  Popular 
Mission  founded  by  Mr.  McAll." 

In  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  April  14th,  Pastor  Gout,  in 
his  address,  appealed  to  those  converts  of  the  halls  wdio  were 
present  to  carry  forward  the  work  by  witnessing  among  their 
own  families  and  friends.  A  generation  back  it  was  widely 
proclaimed  through  France  that  education,  sufificiently  devel- 
oped, would  be  a  remedy  for  all  ills ;  but  a  well-known  pub- 
licist had  lately  proved  that  this  hope  was  illusory ;  that  "evil- 
doers are  not  to  be  reformed  by  teaching  them  the  properties 
of  gas,  the  rules  for  participles  and  the  exact  situation  of  the 
tropic  of  Cancer."  "You  know  this  by  experience,"  Gout 
continued,  "you,  the  regular  attendants  of  our  halls.  You  can 
greatly  aid  the  success  of  the  Popular  Mission.  You  have  only 
to  make  your  family  and  friends  understand  in  simple  words, 
which  will  be  persuasive  because  they  will  come  from  your 
heart  and  are  dictated  by  experience,  that  you  have  found  in 
Jesus  the  Saviour  all  the  moral  help  that  you  need."  Such  an 
appeal  as  this,  made  to  French  men  and  women,  is  seed  sown 
on  good  ground,  for  the  spirit  of  propaganda  is  in  their  very- 
blood.  Like  the  early  Christians  who  were  scattered  abroad, 
wherever  our  converts  go  they  go  preaching. 
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NOTES  OF  THE  WORK  IN  FRANCE 

By  Rev.  H.  Merle  d'Aubigne 

About  seven  years  ago  Pastor  Wilfred  Monod,  of  Rouen, 
established  an  evangelistic  mission  in  that  city.  A  generous 
member  of  his  church,  M.  de  Visme,  bought  an  old  convent  and 
converted  it  into  a  Mission  Hall,  with  classrooms,  a  temperance 
restaurant  and  everything  necessary  for  Mission  work.  It  was 
carried  on  conjointly  by  Pastor  Wilfred  Monod  and  the  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  church. 

Unfortunately,  the  work  was  not  a  success,  simply  because 
it  was  too  large  an  undertaking  for  the  few  Protestants  of 
Rouen.  The  Solidaritc  is  in  a  quarter  where  clerical  power  is 
strong,  and  there  are  few  men  of  independent  minds  among  the 
laboring  population.  The  mission  was  therefore  closed  some 
time  ago.  Now  Pastor  Wilfred  Monod  asks  the  McAU  Mission 
to  take  it  in  hand  and  provide  the  salary  of  an  evangelist,  the 
Protestants  of  Rouen  agreeing  to  provide  for  all  the  expenses 
of  the  purely  social  work. 

After  much  deliberation,  the  Board  in  Paris  has  decided 
to  provide  the  salary  of  the  evangelist,  which  will  be  $600  a 
year.  Rouen  is  an  important  centre,  one  of  the  strongholds  of 
intemperance  in  the  world,  and  the  material  we  have  to  work 
upon  there  is  therefore  very  difficult.  M.  Vautrin,  who  was 
formerly  of  Roubaix  (where  he  was  succeeded  by  M.  Alfred 
Diirrleman),  has  good  qualities,  and  with  the  Lord's  help  he 
may  succeed.  If  he  fails,  there  is  no  shame  in  retreating  where 
others  have  failed  before  us. 

Since  these  negotiations  were  begun,  Pastor  Wilfred 
Monod  has  been  called  to  succeed  our  long-time  friend  and 
supporter,  the  regretted  Pastor  Decoppet,  in  the  great  Church 
of  the  Oratoire,  Paris.  But  his  two  former  colleagues.  Pastor 
Quievreux,  formerly  of  Lille,  and  Pastor  Lauga,  his  successor, 
are  earnest  evangelistic  men,  experienced  in  such  work — men 
with  whom  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  co-operate. 

At  Roubaix  the  situation  is  also  changed.  Pastor  Elie 
Gounelle  has  been  called  (as  has  already  been  said)  to  the 
Eglise  du  Nord,  in  Paris,  and  is  succeeded  by  M.  Alfred 
Diirrleman,  who  is  the  son  of  our  evangelist  at  Rochefort,  and 
who,  until  his  call  by  the  Church,  was  director  of  the  Solidarite 
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of  Roubaix.  The  promotion  was  well  deserved,  but  we  regret 
the  loss  of  this  young  man  to  the  mission,  for  he  has  a  peculiar 
gift  of  speaking  to  the  masses.  His  place  in  our  mission  is  not 
yet  filled. 

In  accepting  the  call  of  the  Eglise  du  Nord,  M.  Gounelle 
made  it  a  condition  that  he  should  be  free  to  work  among  the 
people  of  the  laboring  quarters,  and  suggested  a  connection 
with  the  McAll  Mission.  It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was 
this  pastor,  in  the  youthful  beginning  of  his  ministry,  who 
revived  from  the  dead  and  gave  great  vigor  to  our  mission  in 
Roubaix.  He  is  an  organizer  and  a  brilliant  speaker,  and  will 
be  a  great  addition  to  our  metropolitan  forces. 

Two  stations  are  in  need  of  a  director — that  of  the  Rue 
d'Allemagne  (La  Villette,  formerly  Brooklyn  Hall),  which  Dr. 
Benham,  our  Treasurer,  who  increasingly  suffers  from  bron- 
chitis, has  self-denyingly  and  with  deepest  devotion  directed, 
since  the  Baptist  church,  in  the  Rue  Meslay,  turned  it  over  to 
us;  and  the  Bonne  Nouvelle  Hall  (Salle  Baltimore),  which 
has  been  without  a  director  since  M.  Jaulmes'  departure.  The 
direction  of  either  has  been  offered  Pastor  Gounelle,  with  a 
salary  of  $400. 

Mr.  Cooreman,  who,  as  already  announced,  left  the  Bon 
Messager  to  become  the  missionary  at  Nemours,  has  been  re- 
placed on  the  Boat  by  M.  Brochet,  a  colporteur  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  pastor  at  Valenciennes.  He  makes  a  very  favor- 
able impression.  His  wife  was  for  a  few  years  a  Salvation 
Army  officer,  and  now,  as  her  husband  says,  "she  has  recovered 
her  grade"  by  becoming  a  captain's  wife  on  the  boat. 

As  the  Committee  is  determined  to  institute  energetic  work 
at  the  old  Brooklyn  Hall  (La  Villette),  in  the  Rue  d'Alle- 
magne, Mile  Gardiol,  lately  attached  to  the  Rue  du  Temple 
(New  York)  Hall,  has  been  transferred  to  La  Villette,  and 
Mile  Magnus,  a  bright,  energetic  young  woman,  until  recently 
at  the  head  of  the  large  girls'  school  in  Tananarivo,  Madagas- 
car, has  been  called  to  the  Rue  du  Temple.  Mile  Magnus 
speaks  English,  which  will  be  an  important  feature  in  this 
centrally  situated  hall. 

A  valuable  new  helper  is  Professor  Mercier,  of  the  Train- 
ing School  for  Foreign  Missionaries  in  the  Maison  des  Mis- 
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sions.  Professor  Mercier  gives  his  services  in  this  school  for 
the  nominal  salary  of  $i6o  a  year.  The  staff  has  been  sorely 
weakened  by  Mr.  Brown's  death  and  M.  Jaulmes'  departure, 
and  Professor  Mercier's  help  is  most  welcome. 

The  day  after  the  arrangement  was  made,  Dr.  Benham 
announced  the  engagement  of  his  daughter  Elsie  to  our  new 
helper.  Miss  Benham  is  a  charming  and  an  earnest  girl.  She 
has  been  Secretary  of  the  Passy  Branch  of  the  Sou  Missionaire, 
and  the  business  correspondence  with  Professor  Mercier  which 
this  post  entailed  brought  them  into  business  relations  of  an- 
other sort.  The  marriage  took  place  on  Wednesday,  Octo- 
ber 8th. 

In  addition  to  her  subscription  for  the  hoped-for  Mission 
Building  in  Paris  and  her  other  gifts  for  other  needs  of  the 
Mission,  aggregating  over  $16,000,  Miss  Helen  Gould,  before 
leaving  Paris  last  summer,  gave  $5000  for  the  "Wagon  Mis- 
sion" and  portable  hall  to  be  carried  to  inland  points  not  accessi- 
ble to  our  boats.  At  her  own  suggestion,  Miss  Gould  is  now 
to  be  counted  as  a  "permanent  friend"  of  the  Mission. 

THE  WORK  AT  NANTES 

The  work  at  Nantes  has  been  confided  to  a  young  theo- 
logical student  who  has  already  made  a  good  record  in  evan- 
gelistic work.  Emmanuel  Chastand,  nephew  of  the  editor  of 
Le  Signal,  while  studying  theology  in  that  sleepy  little  town, 
Montauban,  the  seat  of  one  of  the  two  Protestant  seminaries 
of  France,  instituted,  with  two  fellow-students,  a  modest  little 
work  of  their  own.  They  collected  a  little  money,  hired  a  room 
in  the  poorest  quarter,  furnished  it  with  benches  and  oil  lamps, 
papered  the  walls  themselves,  and  opened  their  doors  to  old 
and  young.  The  room  was  well  filled  and  everything  was  going 
well,  when  the  bishop  and  clergy  took  alarm,  forbade  their 
people  to  go  to  a  Protestant  hall,  and  established,  a  few  yards 
ofif,  a  men's  club  and  a  patronage  for  children,  with  music, 
comic  readings  and  Sunday  theatricals.  Thus  combining  in 
their  attractions  earthly  pleasure  and  heavenly  felicity,  no  won- 
der the  attendance  at  the  little  mission  hall  fell  off.  Now  the 
three  students  are  scattered,  and  the  result  of  the  boyish  ex- 
periment seems  to  be  chiefly  some  good  experience  for  the 


IVork  in  the  Station  of  St.  Qiienlin 


II 


workers,  and  the  attention  of  our  Board  attracted  to  their 
leader.  Young-  Chastand  was  called  to  our  work  at  Nantes, 
and  it  is  believed  that  he  will  do  well. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  word  comes  that  M.  Gounelle  has 
elected  to  take  charge  of  La  Villette  Hall. 

WORK  IN  THE  STATION  OF  ST,  QUENTIN 

By  Pastor  Andre  Monod 

The  work  among  the  adults  has  made  decided  progress 
of  late.  We  felt  that  we  needed  to  get  out  of  the  routine  and 
make  a  fresh  departure,  and  we  found  the  way  of  doing  so  was 
by  a  vigorous  and  thoroughly  gospel  efifort  along  the  lines  of 
La  Croix  Bleiie.  We  had  a  small  section  of  abstainers,  who 
worked  and  prayed,  but  who  did  not  seem  able  to  break  up 
fresh  ground.  But  in  May  of  last  year  the  Congress  of  the 
Groups  of  the  North  met  at  Maubeuge,  and  our  president  and 
secretary  went  to  the  Congress,  and  came  back  filled  with  en- 
thusiasm. Then  Messrs.  Dieterlen,  Durand  and  Poulain  paid 
us  a  visit,  and  stimulated  our  members,  and  brought  in  addi- 
tions to  our  ranks. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  at  our  fete  of  the  ist  of 
November,  Dr.  Legrain,  of  Paris,  held  a  meeting  at  which  dis- 
cussion was  invited,  treating  the  question  of  total  abstinence 
scientifically,  and,  shortly  after,  M.  Durand  came  over  from 
Maubeuge  with  two  of  his  converted  drunkards,  Chariot  and 
Simon,  and  by  their  speaking,  by  their  visits  and  by  their  con- 
versations they  did  an  immense  deal  of  good ;  so  much  so,  that 
after  their  visit  we  were  able  to  organize  on  Sunday  evenings 
a  prayer-meeting  composed  of  rough  workingmen,  many  of 
them  drunkards,  longing  to  be  freed  from  their  besetting  sin. 

Since  then  the  work  has  flourished,  and  the  number  of  our 
members  has  gone  on  increasing.  We  saw  whole  families, 
quite  unknown  to  us  previously,  coming  to  the  meetings,  whom 
we  could  not  have  reached  by  any  other  means.  Our  Friday 
evening  gospel  meetings  became  fuller  and  fuller,  and  the 
pleasant  Sunday  evenings  that  we  had  given  up  were  recom- 
menced on  a  better  basis,  and  with  great  success.  We  have 
thus  two  meetings  a  week  in  the  Rue  Thiers,  and  have  seen 
the  numbers  attending  often  tripled. 
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One  of  our  Sunday  evenings  was  taken  np  l)y  the  visit  of 
twelve  friends  from  Maubcuge,  all  converted  drunkards,  who 
came  at  their  own  expense  to  give  their  testimony.  One  of 
them  brought  his  wife,  who  also  spoke.  They  went  round  to 
the  houses  and  brought  in  the  people,  and  as  they  spoke  and 
sang,  the  contrast  between  their  past  and  their  present  condition 
struck  every  one  very  forcibly.  The  hall  was  filled,  and  the 
impression  made  in  the  district  was  truly  deep. 

In  the  end  of  January  a  young  workingman,  a  weaver,  a 
very  intelligent  and  thoughtful  fellow,  who  was  brought  to  the 
hall  by  his  little  girl,  asked  to  be  allowed  to  give  utterance  to 
his  feelings  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  he  read  a  remarkably 
interesting  paper  of  some  length,  showing  that,  while  not  as 
yet  himself  a  believer,  he  is  not  far  from  the  truth.  On  another 
evening  a  young  man,  a  plumber,  a  Protestant  and  a  true 
Christian,  gave  a  very  good  address  on  how  he  had  found  the 
way  of  salvation. 

We  have  now  a  Band  of  Hope  with  forty  members,  and 
our  Temperance  Band  numbers  over  one  hundred. 


M.  Ernest  Rousset,  who  was  set  apart  for  the  ministry  by 
M.  Frank  Thomas,  in  Geneva,  in  the  month  of  May,  and  who 
will  be  occupied  in  the  Lord's  work  in  that  city,  has  had  a 
most  interesting  history.  Of  a  strict  Roman  Catholic  family, 
having  a  brother  and  a  sister  engaged  in  religious  work  in  that 
Church,  he  knew  nothing  of  evangelical  faith  until  he  went  to 
St.  Etienne  as  a  notary's  clerk,  to  pass  a  stage  of  six  months 
in  an  office  there,  according  to  the  usages  of  French  legal  train- 
ing. He  knew  a  lady  in  that  city  who  had  been  converted  in 
the  McAll  meetings,  and  who  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
halls,  and  a  friend  of  Dr.  Hastings  Burroughs.  She  asked 
him  to  go  with  her  to  a  meeting,  but  for  a  long  time  he  refused, 
not  condescending  to  set  foot  in  such  a  place.  At  last,  to  please 
her,  he  said  he  would  attend  once,  and  that  was  the  beginning 
of  his  change  of  heart  and  of  life.  He  was  cast  of?  by  his 
family,  and  had  to  go  through  a  good  deal  of  testing.  The 
Lord  raised  up  friends  who  helped  him  on,  and  after  passing 
some  years  in  study  in  Geneva,  he  has  been  set  apart  for  the 
service  of  the  gospel,  having  also  completed  his  legal  studies. 
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WITH  THE  COLPORTEUR  OF     LE  BON  MESSAGER" 

By  M.  Paciikrih: 

LES  BORDICS 

I  was  well  received  in  this  little  hamlet,  and  sonic  spoke 
of  having  been  on  the  Boat  Sunday  and  Monday.  They  also 
reminded  me  of  the  visit  of  the  Boat  nine  years  ago,  and  of  the 
trouble  stirred  up  by  the  priest  on  that  occasion  against  M.  and 
Mme  Huet,  he  having  been  formerly  a  priest  and  'Mme  Huet 
a  teacher  in  a  Church  school. 

COURLON 

When  I  was  at  Courlon  in  December,  where  we  had  two 
meetings,  I  met  a  man  who,  I  found,  was  a  strong  clerical,  and 
far  more  clerical  than  Christian,  who  told  me  with  some  irony 
that  when  the  Boat  was  there  nine  years  ago  one  convert  was 
gained  who  lived  still  in  the  village ;  but  he  was  not  a  very 
bright  light,  said  my  informant,  and  he  made  a  feeble  joke 
about  the  "poor  in  spirit."  I  went,  of  course,  to  find  out  this 
man,  whose  name  is  Louis  Soufflet,  a  basket-maker  by  trade, 
and  without  saying  why  I  had  called,  I  introduced  myself  as  a 
Protestant  colporteur.  He  answered,  "If  you  are  a  Protestant, 
you  are  most  welcome."  He  made  me  enter  his  cottage  and 
sit  down  near  the  stove,  and  began  to  tell  me  how  struck  he 
had  been,  when  the  Boat  was  there  nine  years  ago,  with  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  how  deep  he  found  was  the  chasm 
that  separated  the  Church  of  Rome  from  the  teaching  of  the 
Bible.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him,  and  found  that  I  was  con- 
versing with  a  man  who  really  understood  the  Word  of  God. 
He  said  that  he  had  spoken  to  M.  Huet  and  to  others  of  his  de- 
sire to  join  the  Protestant  church,  and  that  they  had  taken  his 
name  and  address,  but  that  he  had  been  forgotten.  Still,  he  had 
remained  faithful  to  his  convictions,  and  had  never  ceased  to 
read  the  Bible,  and  tried  to  remember  all  he  had  heard  on  the 
Boat.  I  read  with  him  and  spoke  on  several  passages  of  the 
gospels,  and  found  that  he  was  truly  in  earnest,  and  though  a 
poor  man,  was  not  thinking  of  any  temporal  advantage  to  be 
derived  by  joining  the  church.  I  told  him  of  the  pastor  at 
Sens,  who  would  welcome  him,  and  that  when  he  became  a 
member  of  the  church  he  must  join  the  Association  Cnltnelle, 
and  pay  his  contribution.    He  asked  how  much,  and  I  said  the 
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smallest  sum  was  five  francs  a  year.  "I  am  not  rich,  but  I  can 
certainly  afiford  that,"'  was  his  reply.  He  said  his  wife  had  died 
a  few  years  since  and  was  buried  by  the  priest,  as  she  had 
wished  it,  so  he  had  respected  her  desire,  though  it  was  con- 
trary to  his  wish.  I  spoke  to  M.  Fallourd  of  him,  and  he  has 
promised  to  visit  him.    So  this  convert  has  stood  firm. 

There  are  many  in  the  like  case  we,  doubt  not.  Who  will 
care  for  the  scattered  ones  ? 


WHAT  PROTESTANTISM  IS  DOING  FOR  FRANCE 

By  Katharine  Elise  Chapman 

In  the  aggregate,  France  is  to-day  a  nation  without  a  re- 
ligion. Even  the  prelates  of  the  Catholic  church  admit  that 
France  is  no  more  a  Roman  Catholic  nation.  It  was  in  the 
effort  to  arouse  again  the  old  devotion  of  the  people  that  the 
Pope  during  the  recent  separation  of  Church  and  State  set  him- 
self to  oppose  the  civil  power,  but  to  no  purpose.  An  abhe, 
writing  in  this  connection  to  the  Avant-Garde,  says : 

"France  is  no  more  Catholic.  There  are  some  thousands 
who  have  the  religious  habit,  but  the  mass  of  the  population 
is  irreligious.  No  hope  remains  of  a  conquest  by  Rome.  It  is 
as  impossible  as  the  restoration  of  a  monarchy." 

This  being  true,  what  is  she,  then  ?  Where  is  France  turn- 
ing for  her  faith  ?  Alas,  she  is  turning  largely  to  unfaith.  Her 
state  may  be  described  as  a  delusive  belief  crumbling  to  pieces, 
and  an  assertive  infidelity  on  the  increase.  Witness  it,  you  for 
whom  Christ  died — a  great,  intellectual,  artistic,  creative  nation 
without  a  religion — and  why?  In  part,  at  least,  because  there 
are  not  enough  messengers  to  bring  her  the  news  of  salvation. 
changing  conditions 

The  religious  conditions  in  France  are  not  static.  They 
have  been  changing  ever  since  the  Separation.  As  the  people 
lapse  from  Catholicism  and  indifYerence  into  infidelity,  they 
must  be  met  by  new  appeals  and  different  methods.  Evan- 
gelists testify  that  the  battle  grows  in  strength  —  the  free- 
thinkers are  more  tyrannical  than  the  priests.  Seen  from  the 
one  side,  it  is  a  dark  and  saddening  picture ;  but  there  is  another 
side  —  the  viewpoint  of  warm,  forward-urging  evangelism. 
While  the  difficulties  thicken,  the  triumphs  make  us  glad. 
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Pastor  Ilcnri  Merle  d'Aubigiie  (son  of  the  famous  historian), 
who  is  Correspondent  for  America  of  the  McAU  Mission, 
speaking  of  the  present  crisis,  says  : 

"No  one  can  forecast  the  future,  but  we  do  know  that 
while  the  attitude  of  the  cities  is  largely  socialistic  and  infidel, 
the  country  people  are  open  to  the  truth  and  hungering  for  the 
gospel." 

THE  REFORMED  CHURCHES 

For  Protestant  activities  in  France,  one  naturally  turns 
first  to  the  old  Reformed  churches,  the  spiritual  descendants 
of  the  Huguenots.  For  centuries  they  were,  indeed,  a  hidden 
people,  a  wilderness  church.  At  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  there  were  only  sixty-eight  feeble  congrega- 
tions in  all  France.  To-day,  however,  there  are  more  than  one 
thousand  Protestant  churches,  including  the  old  Reformed,  the 
Free,  Liberal,  Lutheran,  Methodist  and  Baptist  denominations. 
The  Protestants  of  France  number  600,000  in  a  population  of 
forty  millions ;  but  of  these,  not  more  than  200,000  can  be  said 
to  belong  to  the  forces  of  earnest  faith  and  activity.  The  situa- 
tion of  these  Protestant  churches  is  therefore  really  like  that 
of  missions  in  pagan  countries.  Indeed,  Mr.  Harada,  of  the 
Doshisha,  while  on  a  visit  to  France,  said  to  a  friend : 

"Your  churches  in  France  are  in  a  position  much  like  ours. 
We  are  both  but  a  handful  of  Christians ;  you,  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  the  emblems  of  Catholicism,  we  by  those  of  Buddh- 
ism ;  and  they  are  so  much  alike  that  everywhere  I  am  reminded 
of  Japan." 

MISSIONARY  ORGANIZATIONS 

But  although  feeble,  the  Reformed  churches  have  never 
lacked  the  apostolic  spirit.  Even  as  far  back  as  1818  the 
French  Bible  Society  was  founded,  while  in  1822  the  Paris 
Foreign  Missionary  and  the  Religious  Tract  Societies  came 
into  being — all  of  which  are  in  active  operation  to-day.  To 
these  have  since  been  added  four  other  evangelistic  bodies,  all 
working  upon  the  soil  of  France  or  in  her  colonies.  The  Societe 
Protestante  d' Evangelization  of  the  Reformed  churches  is  the 
largest  of  these,  and  it  spends  yearly  about  $100,000.  Its 
efforts  are  especially  directed  to  reviving  the  Protestant  faith 
in  regions  where  it  once  flourished. 
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The  Paris  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  besides  its  work 
in  other  colonies  of  France,  has  now  nearly  one  hundred  pastors 
and  preachers  upon  the  island  of  Madagascar,  with  30,000 
young  people  in  its  schools.  It  stands  to  the  conflict  against 
the  Jesuits  upon  that  historically  interesting  but  unhappy  island 
with  the  utmost  courage  and  generosity  and  the  most  cheering 
success. 

BIBLE  AND  TRACT  SOCIETIES 

The  two  Bible  Societies  and  the  venerable  Tract  Society 
may  be  said  to  form  the  advance  and  rear  guard  of  the  gospel 
ranks.  The  Tract  Society  has  kept  on  its  steady  way  for 
eighty-five  years,  furnishing  the  munitions  of  war  to  the  pastor, 
the  evangelist,  the  Sunday-school  worker  and  the  missionary. 
The  first  publication  of  the  Tract  Society,  L'Almaiiach  des 
bons  Conscils,  is  a  hale  octogenarian  which  seems  to  grow 
youthful  with  the  years.  Side  by  side  with  the  New  Testament, 
these  little  messages  penetrate  into  the  highways  and  byways 
of  France,  into  the  mountain  villages,  the  remote  farmhouses, 
the  city  streets.  Often  the  little  concise  message  of  the  tract 
is  read  in  a  short,  idle  moment,  when  a  book  would  be  thrust 
aside.  Some  of  the  Catholic  priests  accept  and  use  these  tracts. 
One  French  cure  writes  : 

"It  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  distribute  among  my 
parishioners  and  their  children  these  little  discourses,  which, 
under  a  form  so  attractive,  display  such  grand  and  beautiful 
truths."  An  evangelist  adds  :  "The  tract  often  serves  as  an 
introduction.  It  is  an  indispensable  weapon  in  the  war  against 
the  countless  foes  of  the  gospel."  Thus  it  assists,  feeds  and 
inspires  all  other  gospel  fraternities. 

LIBERAL  GIVERS 

It  might  be  well  for  our  American  churches  to  know  how 
French  Protestants  are  supporting  the  gospel.  L'Eglise  du 
Saint  Esprit,  in  Paris,  the  wealthiest  Protestant  church  in 
France — yet  not  so  wealthy  in  the  American  sense — contrib- 
utes $30,000  to  rqissions,  besides  the  maintenance  of  its  own 
church  work ;  and  all  this  represents  but  a  portion  of  its  gifts. 
The  few  faithful  Protestants  of  France  have  been  regularly 
contributing  7,000,000  francs  a  year  to  sustain  the  gospel,  and 
the  separation  will  throw  upon  them  a  further  burden  for  sala- 
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rics  which  have  hitlierto  been  paid  from  the  Budget,  making 
ii  total  of  9,000,000  francs  a  year,  or  $1,800,000.  Counting 
tlic  I'rotestants  attcndinsj^  church- as  200,000,  this  gives  an  aver- 
age of  nine  doUars  a  )  car  for  each.  How  many  denominations 
in  (he  United  .States  can  equal  that  proportion  ?  How  many 
chnrcii  members  even  go  hungry,  as  some  do  in  France,  to  give 
their  ghid  mite  to  tlieir  Saviour? 

So  much,  tiien,  for  the  work  of  the  French  Protestant 
churches.  They  are  not  dead;  they  are  not  indifferent;  they 
are  striving  to  hold  up  the  golden  lamp  of  gospel  truth.  Yet 
they  have  been  so  few  in  numbers,  so  surrounded  by  secret 
distrust  and  prejudice  or  open  dislike,  that  they  have  often 
labored  in  weakness  and  timidity.  In  religion,  at  least,  speak- 
ing a  dif¥erent  tongue,  they  sometimes  fail  to  interpret  that 
tongue  where  free  grace  is  as  foreign  a  speech  as  the  muezzin 
call.  They  have  needed  not  only  sympathy,  but  an  infusion  of 
new  blood,  the  inspiration  of  a  practical  working  force  from 
abroad.  This  has  come  to  them  especially  since  the  republic. 
Space  will  not  permit  even  the  mention  of  many  names  which 
stand  for  devoted  and  successful  labor  by  foreign  Christians. 
Among  these,  the  McAll  Mission  still  holds  the  leading  place. 
Yet,  as  Mr.  McAll  was  at  the  outset  welcomed,  encouraged 
and  assisted  by  French  pastors,  so  now  the  Mission  is  largely 
manned  by  the  French  themselves.  Although  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Rev.  C.  E.  Greig,  and  nobly  upheld  by  the  Christians 
■of  America  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  becoming  more  a  home  than 
a  foreign  mission. 

NEW  METHODS 

Many  new  metliods  introduced  by  workers  from  abroad 
have  set  the  life-blood  tingling  in  the  services  of  the  old 
churches.  The  gospel  hymns,  beautifully  translated  by  Mr. 
McAll  and  the  gifted  Pastor  Saillens,  make  the  people  sing. 
There  is  no  uncertain  sound  in  those  triumphant  bursts  of 
-melody.  The  magic  lantern,  the  gramophone  and  the  autocar 
also  have  their  place  in  preaching  the  "Good  News."  As  the 
needs  of  the  hour  change,  the  ways  and  means  are  changing. 

Infidelity  is  loosening  the  outward  restraints  of  Catholi- 
cism. In  many  families  neither  the  parent  nor  the  priest  exer- 
cises control  over  the  conduct  and  conscience  of  the  children. 
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and  tlic  downward  tendencies,  consequently,  are  frightful. 
This  makes  it  needful  to  organize,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
services,  all  possible  aids  to  a  better  life.  Temperance  leagues, 
reading  rooms,  playgrounds  where  the  boys  may  gather  for 
innocent  sports,  all  teach  right  conduct  and  open  the  heart  to 
the  gospel.  The  temperance  league  is  not  only  on  foot,  but 
is  marching  forward  triumphantly. 

THE  GOSPEL  AFLOAT 

The  most  picturesque  department  of  the  McAll  Mission 
is  its  sailing  contingent,  Le  Bon  Mcssager  and  La  Bonne  Nou- 
vclle.  These  floating  circuit  riders,  these  voyaging  itinerant 
preachers,  carry  with  them  along  the  rivers  and  canals  the 
audience  room,  the  singers,  the  harmonium  and  the  glad  tidings. 
Flowers  and  cheerful  lights  shining  out  at  night  make  them 
lovely  with  heartfelt  welcome.  They  are  a  continual  joy  to  the 
people.  One  aged  woman,  after  riding  fifteen  miles  to  La 
Bonne  No-uvelle  through  the  cold  in  an  ox-cart,  exclaimed, 
"Now  I  can  die  happy,  for  I  have  seen  that  beautiful  boat!" 

NOBLE  ENDEAVORS 

On  an  average,  two  hundred  priests  are  leaving  the  Catho- 
lic church  every  year,  most  of  them  unfitted  for  practical  life. 
A  society  called  "Work  for  Priests"  helps  them  to  find  employ- 
ment. A  small  number  of  these  ex-priests  have  developed  into 
godly  and  successful  pastors.  The  lives  and  spiritual  experi- 
ences of  most  of  them  are  a  modern  romance.  The  Salvation 
Army,  the  Sunday-school  Society,  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  the 
Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor  and  all  the  other 
organizations  bearing  those  blessed  initials  which  stand  for  such 
grand  ideas  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  are  also  in  full  operation 
in  France. 

But  names  and  statistics  can  give  no  idea  of  the  soul- 
winning  quietly  prosecuted  in  lowliness  and  self-sacrifice.  M. 
Paul  Passy,  professor  in  the  University  of  the  Sorbonne,  visits 
the  country  districts  in  his  vacation,  talking  to  the  people,  dis- 
tributing Bibles  and  tracts ;  Pastor  Delattre  goes  in  his  auto- 
mobile from  village  to  village,  from  fair  to  fair,  teaching  and 
preaching;  ex-priest  Boudery  has  gathered  a  little  church 
about  him,  and  is  constantly  visiting  the  homes,  caring  for  the 
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sick,  chanting  the  Scriptures;  the  converted  Welsh  preach  to 
their  brethren  in  Brittany;  and  Alme  Darley  have  bought 
a  deserted  convent  and  are  fitting  it  up  for  gospel  work  at 
Nemours ;  all  these  and  many  more  are  seeking  to  bring  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God  without  observation. 

WHAT  CHARLES  WAGNER  SAYS 

Of  the  great  silent  force  of  Protestant  principles  let  Pastor 
Charles  Wagner  speak : 

"Perhaps  the  largest  influence  is  that  coming  from  our 
books  read  by  Catholics,  from  our  theological,  moral  and  his- 
torical teachings,  and  from  our  papers,  magazines  and  other 
writings.  Many  priests  are  thus  reading  and  preaching  evan- 
gelical sermons.  Our  influence  in  science,  industry,  literature, 
finance,  pedagogy,  politics,  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  our  num- 
bers." IN-  CONCLUSION 

And  finally,  let  the  words  of  a  Catholic  magazine  sum  up 
the  facts  with  this  testimony  : 

"In  France,  everything  which  is  expressive  of  moral 
strength  is  the  work  of  Protestants." 

Now,  therefore,  is  the  fateful  crisis,  and  now  the  grand 
opportunity.  Since  the  separation,  no  restrictions  of  govern- 
ment bind  the  hands  of  the  workers.  Unreasoning  prejudice 
no  longer  closes  the  door.  These  descendants  of  the  old  Gala- 
tians,  who  for  Paul  would  have  "plucked  out  their  own  eyes" — 
this  country  of  the  Reformation  martyrs — shall  its  regeneration 
fail  for  lack  of  gifts  and  laborers  and  prayers?  Protestantism 
in  France  is  suffused  with  living  energy ;  what  is  Protestantism 
beyond  doing  for  France? — The  American  Messenger. 


The  Paris  Committee,  among  other  innovations  or  forward 
movements,  have  decided  to  hold  open  air  meetings  in  that  city. 
Such  meetings,  it  may  be  remembered,  have  been  possible  only 
since  the  separation  of  Church  and  State.  Before  that  time 
open  air  meetings  were  illegal. 


Limoges  and  St.  Yrieix  being  both  military  posts  where 
young  conscripts  are  sent  for  training,  our  agent  at  Limoges 
is  publicly  inviting  them  to  attend  services  and  avail  themselves 
of  reading-room  privileges  in  our  halls  in  these  towns. 
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IN  THE  FAUBOURG  ST.  ANTOINE,  PARIS 

By  Mme  Bertrand 

After  the  sewing  class,  I  used  sometimes  to  take  with  me 
two  of  the  girls  to  visit  a  poor  woman  who  had  been  laid  aside 
for  many  years.  They  were  so  touched  by  seeing  her  in  her 
poverty  that  at  supper  they  asked  leave  to  take  her  a  basin  of 
soup,  and  they  would  put  aside  the  portion  for  Mme  Schmidt 
first  of  all,  and  would  hurry  over'  with  it  before  eating  their 
own  supper.  Then  they  would  save  up  their  sous  and  buy  her 
an  orange  or  some  tisane.  One  day,  thinking  that  certain  loz- 
enges would  be  good  for  her  cough,  they  bought  a  pennyworth 
and  took  them  to  her,  but  she  made  an  objection  to  their  spend- 
ing their  money  thus,  so  one  of  the  girls  invented  the  story 
that  they  had  a  cousin  working  for  a  chemist,  and  that  he  had 
given  them  the  lozenges !  As  soon  as  they  were  out  of  the 
room  they  began  to  feel  very  unhappy  because  they  had  told  a 
falsehood  to  Mme  Schmidt  in  order  to  induce  her  to  accept  the 
little  gift.  The  bravest  of  them  came  and  told  me  what  had 
happened  and  why  they  had  told  the  untruth.  I  explained  to 
them  that  we  must  never  depart  from  the  truth  even  for  a  good 
cause,  and  they  promised  never  to  do  so  again.  I  am  sure  that 
it  is  the  influence  of  the  teaching  in  the  school  that  has  made 
the  consciences  of  these  children  more  sensitive,  so  that  they 
suffered  because  of  their  sin  in  telling  a  falsehood.  (Such  a 
thing  would  seem  quite  meritorious  to  devout  Catholics.) 

A  short  time  ago  two  girls  of  about  seventeen  years  of  age 
came  back  with  me  after  each  meeting,  accompanying  me  to 
my  door,  when  one  evening  they  decided  to  speak  to  me  and 
tell  me  what  was  on  their  minds.  "What  do  you  mean  exactly 
by  conversion,  madame?"  It  was  with  great  joy  that  I  tried 
to  make  clear  to  them  what  was  meant,  and  to  make  them  feel 
in  their  heart  the  need  of  the  great  change.  "You  have  been 
converted  yourself?"  they  asked.  "Certainly,  and  I  am  most 
thankful  I  was  converted,  for  it  is  a  great  joy  to  serve  the 
Lord  Jesus."  "But  have  you  been  working  thus  for  a  long 
time?  Were  you  always  as  you  are  now?"  Then  I  explained 
to  them  that  I  worked  for  many  years  in  a  workroom,  and  that 
when  I  gave  myself  to  the  Lord,  amidst  great  temptations  I 
felt  His  presence  with  me.   "If  you  are  converted,  you  too  will 
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have  the  same  experience;  I  cannot  explain  it  to  you,  but  you 
will  feel  it  too." 

But  the  difficult  matter  for  these  girls  is  the  question  of 
marriage,  and  they  said,  "But  M.  Bertrand  was  like  you,  then, 
or  you  could  not  have  continued  to  go  to  the  meetings  after 
you  were  married."  "But  I  should  never  have  married  had  not 
my  husband  been  also  a  Christian."  This  surprised  them 
greatly,  and  they  repeated,  "You  would  really  not  have  mar- 
ried?" I  advised  them  to  place  all  that  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lord,  and  not  to  trouble  about  their  future,  for  He  would 
care  for  them.  The  following  week  they  asked  me  what  they 
should  do  to  be  instructed  in  the  Protestant  faith ;  so  now  they 
attend  the  class  at  Bercy  and  go  to  the  Sunday  service  there, 
sometimes  coming  round  to  fetch  me  to  go  with  them. 

A  poor  woman  whom  I  visit,  who  had  worked  hard  to 
save  up  for  her  old  age,  and  who  has  been  through  much 
sorrow  and  has  suffered  cruel  treatment,  often  asked  me  to 
come  in  and  pray  with  her,  and  lately  she  said  she  had  long 
wished  to  join  the  church,  but  was  afraid  to  speak  of  it  lest 
people  would  think  she  did  so  only  to  get  material  help.  She 
often  attends  the  Church  of  Ste  Marie  without  having  spoken 
to  any  one  there. 


It  is  delightful  that  the  ladies  of  the  St.  Esprit  Church,  in 
Paris,  take  such  earnest  practical  interest  in  the  Maison  Verte. 
Not  long  after  it  was  opened,  they  formed  an  Auxiliary  to 
raise  funds  for  its  support,  and  last  year  they  raised  9000 
francs  ($1800),  which  is  a  thousand  francs  more  than  our 
Philadelphia  Auxiliary  appropriates  to  it.  It  should  be  ob- 
served, however,  that  the  Philadelphia  Auxiliary  undertakes 
to  support  only  the  evangelistic  work  of  the  Maison  Verte, 
while  the  extensive  and  greatly  needed  social  and  educational 
work  is  supported  by  French  Protestants.  It  is  a  fine  evidence 
of  their  interest  that  their  contributions  for  this  part  of  the 
work  last  year  amounted  to  nearly  20,000  francs.  The  year 
before  they  were  a  little  over  11,000  francs  from  all  French 
Protestant  sources,  showing  that  the  Auxiliary  of  the  St. 
Esprit  Church  has  already  succeeded  in  nearly  doubling  the 
contributions  from  the  Protestants  of  Paris  to  this  cause. 
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GOOD  CHEER  FROM  LILLE-FIVES 

By  Pastor  Henri  Nick 

One  thing  I  would  like  to  emphasize  is  the  quality  of  the 
members  of  our  band  at  Lille-Fives.  We  recruit  them  from 
the  working-people  around  us,  who,  when  they  have  been  won 
over  to  the  principle  of  Temperance  and  of  Morality,  and  of 
course,  need  I  say  to  the  gospel,  become  truly  a  select  com- 
pany. Many  are  foremen  in  their  factories.  Then  another 
most  encouraging  fact  is  the  increasing  part  that  our  converts 
are  taking  in  the  work  of  evangelization.  Our  Christian  En- 
deavor meetings  are  made  deeply  interesting  by  the  testimonies 
given  by  our  brethren  and  sisters,  who  do  not  hesitate  to  give 
expression  to  their  feelings  with  all  simplicity  and  in  true  lib- 
erty of  spirit.  How  often  have  we  been  encouraged  ourselves 
in  listening  to  them ! 

In  our  gospel  meetings  we  have  not  seldom  been  glad  to 
remain  silent  and  to  let  the  Christians  speak  in  our  place.  We 
could  feel  that  they  spoke  because  they  felt  constrained  to  do 
so,  without  any  affectation ;  they  spoke  from  the  heart,  telling 
out  what  they  had  themselves  experienced.  And  in  listening  to 
the  discussions  in  our  meetings  held  for  the  purpose,  I  have 
been  greatly  struck  by  the  contrast  between  the  emptv  verbiage 
of  certain  well-known  speakers  and  the  clear  and  precise 
way  in  which  our  people  have  expressed  themselves.  They 
had  something  to  say  and  they  knew  well  how  to  say  it. 

Our  Sunday  and  Thursday  schools  are  getting  on  well. 
They  are  as  full  as  ever,  and  progress  is  being  made  in  order 
and  in  attention.  The  Band  of  Hope  is  flourishing,  and  some 
of  the  little  ones  are  truly  brave  fighters.  They  know  how  to 
endure  hardness  and  remain  true  to  their  pledge.  Here  is  an 
instance.  The  boy  of  one  of  our  truest  Christians  works  in  a 
factory.  The  workmen  forced  him  to  get  gin  for  them,  and  as 
he  was  bound  to  obey  orders,  he  did  so.  But  he  refused  to 
drink  with  them.  "We  will  put  your  head  in  the  vise,"  they 
said,  and  taking  hold  of  his  arm  so  that  he  could  not  move, 
they  put  the  glass  to  his  lips,  but  the  little  fellow  clenched  his 
teeth  and  they  could  not  force  him.  The  master  came  along, 
and  on  finding  out  what  was  happening,  ordered  them  to  give 
him  a  glass  of  syrup,  but  by  a  diabolical  trick  had  two  glasses 
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of  gin  mixed  with  the  syrup.  However,  the  boy  found  it  out, 
and  sturdily  refused  to  touch  it. 

The  work  of  "La  Croix  Bleue"  is  really  a  winning  one, 
thanks  to  the  ardor  and  to  the  brotherly  love  manifested  by 
the  members.  God's  blessing  is  resting  visibly  upon  it,  and  the 
members  are  full  of  enthusiasm.  They  meet  on  Sunday  after- 
noons to  encourage  and  help  on  the  new-comers.  Five  families 
of  our  Temperance  Band  have  lately  moved  their  houses  so  as 
to  live  close  together,  and  thus  form  a  little  colony  and  help 
each  other  along.  They  are  most  active  in  trying  to  gain  others 
to  join  the  band. 

The  wife  of  one  of  the  members  falling  ill,  one  family 
took  charge  of  one  of  the  children  and  a  second  of  another. 
The  wife  of  another  member,  although  ill  herself,  passed  many 
hours  at  the  bedside  of  a  neighbor,  who  said  when  recovered, 
"I  do  not  know  how  I  can  ever  show  my  gratitude  to  these 
dear  people  for  all  they  have  done  for  me."  And  the  husband 
said,  "Before  my  conversion  I  never  found  in  any  society  such 
real  fraternity  as  in  'La  Croix  Bleue.'  " 

The  presence  of  Christ  brings  such  joy  into  these  families 
of  converted  drunkards. 

One  man,  a  desperate  drinker  and  of  very  weak  character, 
could  not  resist  temptation,  and  drank  every  penny  he  could 
get  hold  of,  even  borrowing  to  get  drink.  He  fell  ill  as  the 
result  of  his  excesses,  and  regretted  bitterly  his  way  of  life,  and 
signed  the  pledge.  A  Christian  friend  came  to  see  him  and 
paid  his  debts  to  the  drink  shop,  but  C.  fell  again  into  his  evil 
ways.  He  used  to  say  to  a  comrade,  a  free-thinker,  "There  are 
some  good  fellows  up  at  the  hall,  but  certainly  there  is  no  God." 
But  soon  his  brother-in-law  was  brought  to  Christ  and  became  a 
firm  believer  and  an  abstinent,  and  besought  C.  to  give  himself 
to  the  Lord.  Then  the  mother-in-law,  then  the  wife,  and  then 
one  of  the  sons  passed  over  to  the  Lord's  side. 

One  evening,  after  a  gospel  meeting  and  after  a  talk  with 
his  brother-in-law,  C.  came  home  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  his 
first  word  to  his  wife  was,  "We  must  pray  together !"  It  was 
the  first  sign  of  the  new  life  in  him.  When  he  had  prayed,  the 
son  followed,  weeping  and  thanking  God  for  having  answered 
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his  petitions  for  his  poor  father.  And  now  C.  is  an  active 
worker  for  the  Lord  among  his  comrades. 

After  one  of  our  temperance  meetings  I  went  up  to  a  man 
and  asked  him  if  he  would  sign  the  pledge.  "Well,  I  must 
follow  my  boy's  example,"  said  he.  The  child  was  a  member 
of  the  Band  of  Hope  and  had  been  praying  for  his  father. 
Now  the  father  is  full  of  joy,  and  said,  "I  can  talk  with  my 
employers  now  with  a  good  conscience,"  for  he  knows  that  he 
does  his  work  well  and  in  the  fear  of  God. 

Thus  the  presence  of  God  is  among  ns  to  save ;  but  have 
we  done  all  we  could  have  done?  Alas,  no!  A  man  who 
signed  not  long  since  said,  "I  woke  up  one  day  on  the  fortifi- 
cations, after  a  drinking  bout.  I  was  terribly  ashamed  of  my- 
self and  determined  to  drink  no  more,  and  as  soon  as  a  friend^ 
D.,  told  me  of  your  society,  I  was  glad  enough  to  join  you. 
I  lived  near  the  hall,  but  knew  nothing  of  what  was  going  on 
there." 

This  I  felt  as  a  reproach  to  us,  and  we  must  see  to  it  tliat 
no  one  around  us  can  in  future  remain  in  ignorance  of  what 
we  are  doing  in  the  quarter. 


FROM  THE  LIMOUSIN 

LA  ROCHE  l'abEILLE 

By  'M.  J.  Canet 

La  Roche  L'Abeille  is  a  charming  little  hamlet,  perched 
on  a  hill  about  seven  miles  from  St.  Yrieix,  on  the  road  to  Peri- 
gueux.  It  was  there  that  in  1569,  during  the  war  of  Religion, 
Henri  de  Bearn  fought  his  first  battle  under  Coligny. 

On  entering  the  village  by  the  road  from  Meyzo,  one 
skirts  the  breadth  of  the  Landes  de  St.  Laurent,  dry,  barren, 
covered  with  heather  and  rushes,  with  volcanic  rocks  scattered 
about,  and  where  the  battle  raged  for  a  whole  day,  history 
tells  us. 

Acting  on  my  plan  of  the  past  winters,  I  decided  to  try 
and  reach  the  people  of  this  historic  village  during  their  time 
of  enforced  idleness,  knowing  as  they  do  nothing  of  the  gospel. 
So  I  went  there,  without  having  a  single  acquaintance  in  the 
place,  to  seek  a  room  for  a  meeting.  I  soon  found  myself 
facing  innumerable  difficulties,  and  I  will  try  and  show  you 
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how  many  are  the  obstacles  in  certain  locahties  that  the  evan- 
gelist has  to  meet  with. 

The  first  person  to  whom  I  applied  seemed  to  be  glad  to 
consent,  but  two  or  three  days  after,  I  was  told  I  must  look 
elsewhere.  I  found  that  they  were  told  wherever  the  Protes- 
tants went,  fighting  was  sure  to  follow.  The  second  was 
charmed  to  have  me,  and  would  give  me  free  of  all  charge 
an  old  workshop  that  would  exactly  suit,  providing  some 
chairs  and  forms,  and  promising  to  have  it  cleaned  out.  It  was 
all  too  good,  and  the  day  before  my  meeting  was  fixed,  I  had 
to  search  again.  At  last  a  good  blacksmith  offered  me  his 
forge. 

Thursday  evening,  tlie  i8th  of  October,  was  the  date 
agreed  upon,  and  five  minutes  after  my  arrival  they  came  to 
tell  my  friend  the  blacksmith  that  he  must  make  his  choice 
between  me  or  the  patronage  of  the  cure  and  of  the  drink- 
seller,  the  cure's  right  hand.  The  meeting  was  held,  notwith- 
standing these  threats,  and  we  had  a  good  attendance. 

The  week  between  the  first  and  second  meetings  every 
means  were  tried  to  persuade  Monsieur  B.  to  withdraw  his 
promise  to  me ;  five  or  six  important  customers  stopped  em- 
ploying him,  and  people  tried  to  terrify  me  by  threatening  all 
sorts  of  things — to  besmirch  my  character,  to  threaten  violence 
on  my  return  home  by  the  lonely  route  I  had  to  pass,  to  get 
people  from  a  neighboring  village  to  come  and  make  a  disturb- 
ance, and  so  on.  Thursday  morning  they  made  their  last 
attack,  and  I  was  informed  of  a  decision  of  the  mayor  to  pre- 
vent, until  further  notice,  the  holding  of  any  public  meeting 
in  the  parish,,  which  order  the  gendarmes  of  the  chief  village  in 
the  canton  would  see  was  carried  out !  This  absurd  and  illegal 
notice  I  of  course  completely  ignored.  (M.  Canet  had  been 
employed  in  the  mayor's  office  at  Limoges,  and  is  well  up  in 
such  legal  ]ioints.) 

The  evening  came,  and  the  meeting  was  packed,  but  I  had 
hardly  opened  my  mouth  when  a  regular  row  began.  Some 
twenty  women  began  to  beat  saucepans  and  frying-pans,  to 
whistle,  to  beat  tambourines,  to  ring  bells,  etc.,  and  when  this 
sweet  music  ceased,  a  band  of  young  fellows  began  to  yell  like 
wild  beasts,  while  swearing,  screaming,  and  torrents  of  vile 
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language  were  poured  forth,  and  some  choice  spirits  began  to 
explain  that  I  was  a  German  spy,  and  in  the  pay  of  the  Em- 
peror! "Come  along,"  cried  another,  "and  teach  him  Luther's 
prayer,"  and  an  abominable  verse  was  sung.  I  was  told  that 
they  were  resolved  to  prevent  my  being  heard,  but,  thank  God, 
I  kept  perfectly  calm,  and  that  made  them  more  furious ;  so  I 
had  to  close  the  meeting,  and  trudge  home  in  the  dark  amidst 
drenching  rain,  sad  at  heart  to  think  of  these  poor  people  so 
ignorant  and  so  badly  influenced. 

To  put  an  end  to  this  disorder  once  for  all,  I  asked  the 
Sous-Prefet  to  be  good  enough  to  ensure  order  at  my  next 
meeting,  which  he  at  once  promised  to  do ;  so  for  the  next  two 
I  had  the  protection  of  two  gendarmes  and  of  a  police  commis- 
saire,  and  summonses  were  taken  against  three  of  the  ring- 
leaders, but  at  the  request  of  the  mayor  and  of  myself  they 
w^ere  not  proceeded  with.  I  had  a  long  and  pleasant  talk  with 
the  mayor,  and  also  with  the  cure,  and  they  both  expressed 
their  regret  at  what  had  taken  place,  but  both  affirmed  that 
they  had  supposed  I  had  come  in  the  interest  of  a  certain  politi- 
cal party  with  a  view  to  fight  them.  I  explained  that  I  had 
said  again  and  again  that  my  coming  was  only  to  preach  the 
gospel,  and  I  proposed  to  the  cure  that  he  should  join  me  in 
this  work. 

While  all  outward  trouble  has  ended,  the  opposition  goes 
on  in  a  more  quiet  way ;  but  I  feel  confident  that  some  good 
has  been  already  accomplished,  and  that  the  truth  will  make 
way  in  this  dark  village.  Let  us  pray  that  it  may  speedily  be 
understood  and  beheved. 

MAGNAC-BOURG 

I  was  there  last  Tuesday,  and  fifty-five  persons  braved  the 
bad  weather.  There,  too,  I  had  a  contradictor,  so  potwdth- 
standing  a  hoarseness  of  voice  I  had  to  speak  for  two  hours  and 
a  quarter!  Here  they  confuse  free  thought  with  freedom  of 
enquiry,  and  condemn  all  religion,  knowing  nothing  of  evan- 
gelical truth,  because  the  one  form  they  know  disgusts  them. 
We  hear  it  constantly  repeated,  what  the  atheists  have  taught 
them,  that  the  thought  of  a  God  is  the  cause  of  the  misery 
around  us,  and  of  course  the  old  stock  arguments  (?)  that 
Christ  never  existed,  etc.,  etc.    So  I  had  to  go  over  again  all 
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the  old  round  of  arguments,  and  to  show  as  clearly  as  I  could 
that  Christianity  and  clericalism  were  not  at  all  the  same  thing, 
and  so  forth. 

In  speaking  of  the  historical  proofs  of  the  life  of  the  Lord, 
I  was  frequently  interrupted  by,  "I  believe  only  what  we  have 
read  of  history  after  Clovis."  "Why  so?"  "Recause  before 
that  it  is  too  old  to  be  believed!"  "And  do  you  think  that 
Clovis  was  not  so  very  ancient?"  Then  the  experiments  of 
Leduc,  who  can  create  life !  I  did  not  feel  courageous  enough 
to  tackle  this  subject,  for  really,  to  speak  about  spontaneous 
generation  to  poor  people  who  can  hardly  read  or  write,  seemed 
rather  a  waste  of  time!  So  I  closed  the  meeting,  after  some 
one  said,  "M.  Canet  comes  to  teach  us  what  we  do  not  know, 
but  he  does  not  compel  us  to  believe  him ;  he  wants  to  convince 
us." 

Yes,  that  is  true.  One  great  charge  made  against  me  by  a 
drinkseller  is  that  I  do  not  drink !  "He  comes  to  give  lectures 
against  alcohol,"  said  he  with  contempt.  I  have  been  able  to 
make  certain  persons  here  think  seriously,  I  feel  certain.  Oh, 
what  a  work  there  is  to  be  done !  May  the  Lord  help  us  to 
acco^aplish  much  by  His  grace. 

ST.  YRIEIX 

The  next  day  we  had  the  funeral  of  a  child  here,  and  M. 
de  St.  Vidal  came  to  help  me  at  the  grave.  We  were  able  to 
give  a  clear  testimony  to  a  large  number  assembled  at  the 
funeral,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  130  at  a  temperance  lecture, 
with  lantern,  and  a  discussion  after  it. 

On  Thursday  I  was  at  La  Roche ;  deep  snow  and  terrible 
cold,  but  we  had  forty  present  to  see  the  lantern  views.  You 
should  have  seen  their  astonishment  at  the  pictures  showing 
the  dangers  of  alcoholism  ;  they  were  simply  amazed.  A  young 
man  was  present  who  had  been  in  an  asylum  from  drink.  They 
could  not  but  draw  a  contrast  between  the  Protestant,  who 
came  out  in  the  snow  to  try  and  warn  them  against  the  evils 
of  strong  drink,  and  the  cure,  who  tries  to  make  himself  popular 
by  drinking  and  card-playing  with  them. 

I  do  not  know  if  we  can  go  on  much  longer  at  La  Roche, 
as  the  poor  blacksmith  is  being  fairly  boycotted  and  is  losing 
his  work  all  round. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 
Mrs.  Theodore  H.  Morris 
Upon  the  grave  of  this  dear  saint  of  God  her  rector  desires 
to  place  his  tribute  of  love  and  gratitude.  Entering  the  parish 
under  the  rectorship  of  Phillips  Brooks,  for  long  she  loyally 
served  and  worshipped  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity.  Her 
constancy  in  attendance  at  the  services,  the  simple  reality  of  her 
devotion,  her  kindness  to  her  ministers  and  her  generous  asso- 
ciation with  her  fellow-Christians  marked  her  as  an  ideal  par- 
ishioner. Her  activity  in  all  good  causes  within  and  without  the 
parish,  and  her  cheerfulness  in  service,  made  her  an  inspiration 
to  her  fellow-workers.  Sympathy,  wisdom,  untiring  devotion 
and  quiet  accomplishment  of  untold  good  were  characteristics 
which  endeared  her  to  all  who  knew  her.  And  in  her  home 
life  she  was  the  centre,  the  light,  the  unfailing  cheer,  the  blessed 
and  loved  wife  and  mother.  She  was  the  one  whom  the  wise 
man  tells  us  of  in  Proverbs  xxxi,  10-31.  Truly  "her  children 
arise  up  and  call  her  blessed ;  her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth 
her." 

But  oh,  there  was  more  than  this  for  which  gratitude  to 
God  is  herewith  expressed.  For  the  great  spirit  of  faith  and 
love  for  her  God  which  held  her,  made  Mrs.  Morris  a  holy 
woman  and  inspired  in  all  who  knew  her,  courage  and  hope. 
Her  God  was  her  Father,  her  Christ  her  Friend.  No  doubts 
or  questionings  disturbed  her  soul.  In  sorrow,  it  was  but  the 
touch  of  a  loving  hand,  and  she  was  not  afraid  nor  complained. 
In  burden-bearing,  it  was  but  the  call  of  Christ  to  follow,  and 
she  never  faltered.  Her  prayer  was  like  the  voice  of  friend 
talking  to  friend ;  her  religion  was  her  life. 

In  the  midst  of  the  sin  and  unbelief  with  which  the  min- 
ister must  contend,  and  which  cuts  so  deeply  that  at  times  his 
faith  in  humanity's  goodness  trembles,  to  meet  and  know  such 
a  Christian  is  to  have  heaven's  gate  opened  and  to  see  even 
here  on  earth  God's  children  walking  in  white.  So  long  as 
even  one  such  soul  lives  we  can  go  on  with  courage.  In  mem- 
ory of  even  one  such  life  the  battle  grows  hopeful.  And  so 
her  rector  thanks  God  for  all  this  dear  and  godly  woman  has 
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done  for  hini.  It  is  easier  to  preach,  it  is  easier  to  serve  be- 
cause of  what  tliis  parishioner  was  and  because  of  what  she  did, 
"And  hearts  are  brave  again  and  arms  arc  strong." 
Heaven  is  nearer  since  this  brave  saint  has  entered  the 
golden  gates,  and  life  is  not  vain.  After  all  thcie  is  a  God 
Who  rules,  and  a  Christ  Who  saves,  and  a  Kingdoii-  to  come 
even  here  on  earth.  The  life  of  this  Christian  serv  ant  of  the 
Lord  is  proof  enough.   Laus  Deo! 

Floyd  W.  Tom  kins, 
Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Ninth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

— Reprinted  from  The  Church  Standard  of  August  10,  1907- 
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The  use  of  the  stereopticon  as  an  educational  agency  is 
becoming  more  and  more  generally  recognized.  Nowhere, 
perhaps,  can  it  be  more  useful  than  in  our  McAll  Halls,  where, 
owing  to  the  general  ignorance  of  religious  things,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  direct  appeal  to  the  eye  as  well  as  the  ear. 
A  few  of  our  halls  are  already  provided  with  a  stereopticon ; 
as  for  the  rest,  what  a  delightful  Christmas  gift  for  each  Aux- 
iliary to  make  to  the  hall  to  which  it  contributes ! 

Mr.  Berry  sends  word  of  a  reorganization 
St.  Louis         of  the  St.  Louis  Auxiliary,  with  many  new 
and,  we  believe,  lasting  friends  gained  to 
the  work. 

The  new  president,  Mrs.  Colby,  has  initi- 
Dayton  ated  an  aggressive  campaign  among  the 

churches  and  Sunday-schools,  which  gives 
promise  of  much  larger  returns  from  this  honored  Auxiliary. 

The  program  of  this  Auxiliary  for  the  sea- 
Hartford         son  of  1 907- 1 908  is  so  suggestive  that  we 

give  it  entjre — or  rather,  the  contents  of  the 
two  inner  pages  of  the  little  folder.  The  outer  pages  give  the 
name  of  the  Auxiliary,  the  time  and  place  of  meetings  and  the 
study  topic,  with  an  apt  quotation  from  one  of  Dr.  Parkhurst's 
sermons.  We  call  special  attention  to  the  last  two  notes  on  the 
program : 
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PROGRAM 

November  13 

1.  The  McAll  Situation  in  Hartford  Miss  Annie  E.  Olmsted 

2.  Collecting  for  Alissions  Mrs.  George  L.  Clark 

December  11 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine 

Miss  Caroline  Hansell 

January  8 

Address  by  Miss  Alletta  Lent,  New  York 

February  12 

Early  Mission  Work  in  Faubourg  St.  Antoine 

Miss  Harriet  T.  Kilbourne 

March  11 

Salle  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  To-day 

1.  The  Workers  and  the  Work  Mrs.  Helena  R.  Rossiter 

2.  The  Women  and  Children  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Weaver 

April  15 

Election  of  Officers,  etc. 

The  Annual  Reception  will  occur  on  the  afternoon  of  January 
eighth,  at  the  home  of  the  President.  All  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
will  be  invited. 

The  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  on  April  eighth,  in  the  after- 
noon.   Rev.  George  T.  Berry  will  make  the  principal  address. 

The  President  will  be  glad  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  Mission  at 
parlor  meetings  or  small  Church  gatherings. 

All  members  and  friends  of  the  Hartford  Auxiliary  are  earnestly 
invited  to  attend  the  Monthly  Meetings.    Annual  membership  $1.00. 

(Then  follow  the  names  and  addresses  of  officers.) 

Concerning  this  program,  Miss  Lewis  wrote,  a  fortnight 
ago:  "The  paper  on  'The  McAll  Situation  in  Hartford'  stated 
our  peculiar  problems  and  difficulties  quite  plainly,  and  sug- 
gested ways  of  overcoming  them.  It  had  only  a  local  interest, 
of  course,  and  yet  I  fancy  all  the  Auxiliaries  have  to  contend 
against  a  prevailing  ignorance  of  Mcx'Yll  work,  an  occasional 
prejudice  against  foreign  missions,  a  multipHcity  of  other  in- 
terests, and  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  clergy.  The- second 
paper  dealt  with  the  general  topic  of  collecting,  and  was  bright 
and  suggestive,  though  giving  us  no  very  new  ideas.  The  dis- 
cussion which  followed  was  animated  and  brought  out  some 
amusing  experiences  and  also  some  helpful  suggestions." 
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Wegi\  c  this  month  the  entire  l)ihlioj,^ra])hy  prepared  by 
Mr.  Berry  for  the  use  of  Auxiliaries  desiring  to  inform  them- 
selves upon  religious  matters  in  France.  The  first  four  titles 
were  given  last  month  : 

Contemporary  France;  Gabriel  Ilanotaux,  Vols.  II,  III.  Putnams. 
Lectures  in  Modern  History.    Lord  Acton :  Macniillan. 
Ignes  Ardens;  Pius  et  la  Corte  Pontifica.    Milan;  Treves. 
The  French  Blood  in  America.    Fosdick:  Revell. 
^Missions  from  the  Modern  View ;  Hume :  Revell. 
Le  Regime  Moderne,  Vol.  Ill  (chapter  on  "The  Church")  ;  H. 
Taine ;  Hachette  et  Cie.,  Paris ;  Brentano,  New  York. 
Almanach  Hachette ;   Brentano,  New  York. 

Lettre  ouverte  a  le  Cardinal  Gibbons  a  propos  de  son  manifeste 
sur  la  Separation  des  Eglises  et  de  I'Etat  en  France;  Paul  Sabatier. 
Librarie  Fischbacher,  33  rue  de  Seine,  Paris. 

La  Separation :  Precis  Historique ;  Discours  et  Documents ;  Eugene 
Reveillaud,  615  pp. :  Fischbacher. 

The  Saint ;  Fogazzaro. 

The  Pastor  and  Modern  Missions ;  Mott. 

The  Huguenot  Evangelist.  Franco-American  Committee  of 
Evangelization,  i  West  29th  street,  New  York. 

The  Religious  Question  in  France;  Salmond.  Edinburgh: 
Macniven  &  Wallace. 

Foi  et  Vie :  A  Bi-weekly  Review  of  Religious,  Moral,  Literary 
and  Social  Questions  in  France.  Paris :  48  rue  de  Lille ;  I2f.  a  year 
in  America. 

Review  of  Paul  Sabatier's  Letter  to  Cardinal  Gibbons,  in  The 
Outlook  for  July  6th. 

Jules  Lemaitre  versus  Democracy,  in  September  Bookman. 

The  History  of  the  Papacy  in  the  XIX  Century;  Dr.  Frederick 
Nielsen.  2  vols.,  $7.50.  Dutton,  New  York.  (See  New  York  Times 
Reviciv,  June  15th.) 

Modern  France;  Lebon.    Putnams,  New  York. 

Duruy's  History  of  France ;  Jameson.  T.  Y.  Crowell  &  Co., 
New  York. 

Little  Tour  in  France;  Henry  James.    Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 
The    French    Revolution    and    English    Literature;  Dowden. 
Scribners. 

French  Dramatists;  Brander  Matthews.  Scribners. 
'  The  France  of  To-day;  Barrett  Wendell.  Scribners. 

Revue  Chretienne ;  A  monthly  religious  magazine,  containing  an 
excellent  review  of  the  religious  events  of  the  month ;  and  good  note^ 
of  recent  books.    Paris,  48  Rue  de  Lille. 
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We  would  especially  urge  upon  the  Auxiliaries  the  very 
free  use  of  the  new  pamphlet,  "The  McAll  Mission  and  the 
New  Era,"  which  Mr.  Berry  has  written  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  campaign  use;  that  is,  for  distribution  in  churches, 
ladies'  societies  and  among  friends.  Each  Auxiliary  ought 
surely  to  make  this  anniversary  year  one  of  exceptional 
efJort  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the  work.  This  brochure  is 
to  help  them  to  do  this. 


M.  de  St.  Vidal,  formerly  at  Limoges,  was  formally  in- 
stalled over  the  work  at  Nice  on  Sunday,  October  6th.  Mr. 
Greig  represented  the  Pai-is  Board.  Mr.  Greig  also  represented 
the  Paris  Board  at  the  installation  of  M.  Chastand  at  Nantes 
on  October  i.^tli. 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION  FROM 
AUXILIARIES  AND  CHURCHES 

September  17— November  17,  1907 


MASSACHUSETTS,  8169  91 


Easthamptoii  Auxiliary   820  00 

Holvnke.  Second  Congregational 

Church  ■  ■     t  ■  68  91 

Pittsfield  Auxiliary   77  so 

Springfield     "    3  50 

CONNECTICUT.  $225.33 

Norwich  Auxiliary   223  48 

Plantsville  Congregational 

Church   1  85 

NEW  YORK,  $10.50 

Ithaca,  Friends  in  .  .    10  50 

NEW  JERSEY,  8284.89 
Bloomfield    First  Presbyterian 

Church    48  64 


Morristown  Auxiliary   8131  25 

Newark  "    105  00 

PENNSYLVANIA,  8277.00 
Philadelphia  Auxiliary    ...      262  50 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Aux- 
iliaries   14  ."iO 

MARYLAND,  $84.00 

Baltimore  Auxiliary   84  00 

MISSOURI,  8147.50 

St.  Louis  Auxiliary   147  .50 

ILLINOIS,  825.00 
Chicago  Auxiliary   25  00 

MINNESOTA,  825.10 
Minneapolis  Auxiliary   25  10 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  PERSONAL  ESTATE 
I  do  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  'the  American  McAll 
Association  the  sum  of  dollars. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  REAL  ESTATE 
I  do  give  and  devise  to  the  American  McAll  Association  the 
following  described  property. 


AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION 


OFFICERS 
President 

Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Parkhurst,  133  E.  Thirty-fifth  Street,  New  York  City 
Vice-Presidents 

Mrs.  James  A.  Garfield,  Northern  Ohio     Mrs.  F.  B.  Dwight,  New  Jersey 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Farwell,  Illihois  Mrs.  Edward  H.  .Semple,  Missouri 

Mrs.  Henry  A.  Laughlin,  Western  Pa.      Miss  Anna  L.  Dawes,  Western  Mass. 
Mrs.  Francis  Wayland,  Connecticut  Mrs.  Charles  Green,  Maryland 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Beard,  Eastern  N.  Y,  Mrs.  Samuel  M.  Vail,  Northern  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Fenn,  Maine  Mrs.  J.  S.  Berry,  Maryland 

Mrs.  C.Van  R.  BERRY,District  of  Columbia     Mrs.  H.  N.  Paul,  Eastern  Pa. 
Mrs.  J.  II.  Nichols,  Eastern  Mass.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Seely,  Southern  Ohio 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Crocker,  Minnesota  Mrs.  Lawrence  Myers,  Central  N.  J. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Severance,  Minnesota  Mrs.  James  G.  Vose,  Rhode  Island 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana  Mrs.  J.  Warren  Goddard,  N.  Y.  City 

Board  of  Directors 

Term  Expires  rgo8  Term  Expires  igog 

Mrs.  Frank  B.  Kelley,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia 
Mrs.  J.  Lewis  Crozer,  Chester,  Pa.  Mrs.  John  F.  Keator,  Philadelphia 

Miss  Isabel  W.  Semple,  Philadelphia  Mrs.  Roberts  Le  Boutillier,  Wayne,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Edward  Yates  Hill,  Philadelphia     Miss  Ida  Simpson,  Philadelphia 

Term  Expires  igio 

Miss  Alletta  Lent,  New  York 

Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Dimock,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Adam  H.  Fetterolk,  Philadelphia 

Mrs.  Louise  S.  Houghton,  New  York 

Treasurer 

Mrs.  Abraham  R.  Perkins,  302  W.  Upsal  Street,  Germantown,  Philadelphia 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Wayland,  511  S.  Forty-second  Street,  Philadelphia 

Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  John  H.  Scribner,  Oak  Lane,  Philadelphia 

Representative  Secretary 
Rev.  George  T.  Berry,  Englewood,  N.  J. 

General  Secretary 

Miss  Harriet  Harvey,  Bureau,  1 7 10  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia 

Auditors 

Lewis  H.  Redner  J.  H.  Jefferis  W.  W.  Arnett 

Attorney 

Henry  Pleasants 


Rev.  B.  Couve 


PARIS  COMMITTEE  OF  DIRECTION 

Honorary  President 

Mr.  Louis  Sautter 

President 
Rev.  H.  Bach 

Vice-Presidents 

Chauncey  W.  Goodrich 


Rev. 


Secretary 
Mr.  E.  J.  Rouilly 


Mr.  O.  Beigbeder 

Treasurer 
Dr.  H.  J.  Benham 

Rev.  Samuel  Gout;  Mr.  Roger  Merlin;  Prof.  J.  Monnier;  Hon.  Eugene 
RfevEiLLAUD  ;  Rev.  R.  Saillens;  Mr.  L.  Vanden  Ferren  Twyeffort  and 
Rev.  E.  Bonnet. 

Director 
Rev.  C.  E.  Greig 

Director  of  the  Paris  Work 

Mr.  Samuel  de  Grenier-Latour 

Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  United  States 

Rev.  Henri  Merle  D'AuBiGNfe 

PARIS  STATIONS  AND  DIRECTORS 


8  Boulevard  Bonne-Nouvelle 
(Salle  Baltimore) 
129  Rue  Marcadet,  Montraartre 

(Maison  Verte)    (Rev.  L. 
4  Rue  du  Temple  (New  York) 
(Rev.  Charles  Fleury) 
90  Rue  d'Allemagne,  La  Villette 

(Dr.  Benham) 
13  Rue  de  la  Lancette,  Bercy 
(Rev.  C.  E.  Greig) 
142  Rue  du  Faubourg-St.-Antoine 
(Rev.  Eugene  Creissel) 


Peyric) 


19  Rue  de  I'Avre,  Grenelle 
157  Rue  St.  Charles,  Javel 

(Mr.  de  Grenier-Latour) 
157  Rue  Nationale 
8  Rue  Danton,  Kremlin-Bicfitre 
(Rev.  H.  Merle  d'Aubign6) 
6  Rue  Etienne  Dolet,  M6nilmontant 
4  Rue  Solferino,  Aubervilliers 
(Mr.  E.  Huet) 
105  Rue  V6ron,  Alfortville 
(Mr.  E.  Mabboux) 


PROVINCIAL  STATIONS  AND 

Amiens,  54  Rue  des  Archers   

AuU^ne  and  Ajaccio  

B6thune,  Rue  de  la  Gendarmerie  

Calais,  51  Rue  Galilee  

"     Rue  Deneuville  

Cognac  ( Haute- Vienne)  

Desvres,  Rue  du  Temple  

Fives-Lille,  165  Rue  Pierre  le  Grand  

Grasse,  21  Place  aux  Aires  

Lagny-sur-Marne,  9  Rue  St.  Denis  

La  Rochelle,  6  Rue  du  Temple  

Limoges,  5  bis  Rue  Cruveilher  

Lourches,  Rue  de  la  Mairie  

Marseilles,  40  Quai  du   Port ;   35  Boulevard 

Vauban ;   lo  Rue  Bernard   

Nantes,  Avenue  Metzinger  

Nemours,  7  Rue  du  Champ  de  Mars  

Nice,  22  Rue  Lunel  

Rochefort,  30  Rue  du  Champ  de  Foire  .... 

Roubaix,  123  Boulevard  de  Belfort  

Rouen  

Saint-Etienne,  7  Place  Fourneyron  

Saint-Nazaire,  Rue  de  Cran  

Saint-Quentin,  II  Rue  Thiers  

Saint- Yrieix,  26  Avenue  de  Chalus  


DIRECTORS 

Mr.  Thomas  Lockert 
Mr.  J.  D.  Reboul 
Mr.  S.  Farelly 
Mr.  Henri  Brun 


Mr.  a.  Boutonnet 
Mr.  Arnold  Malan 
Pastor  Henri  Nick 
Mr.  a.  Quehen 


Mr.  J.  DCrrleman 
Mr.  J.  Canet 
Pastor  Vincent 

Pastor  Louis  Biau 

Mr.  E.  Chastand 

Mr.  J.  Cooreman 

Mr.  F.  de  Saint- Vidal 

Mr.  J.  Durrleman 

Pastor  Alfred  Durrleman 

Mr.  C.  Vautrin 

Dr.  Hastings-Burroughs 

Mr.  p.  Corby 

Pastor  A.  Monod 

Mr.  J.  Canet 


BUREAU  OF  THE  MISSION 


36  Rue  Godot  de  Mauroi    (Second  Street  East  from  the  Madeleine) 


